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Abstract .

Sultan Kbulaif Al Ruwaili. The Low Performance of High School
Students in the General Aptitude Test in Juwf Region in Saudi Arabia
and its Treatment: An Analytical Study. Master Thesis , Yarmouk
University, 2013.

(Supervisor: Dr. Ruba Mohammed Miqdadi , senior supervisor. Dr.
Samih Mahmoud Alkrasna, a participant supervisor ).

This research aimed to identify the level of the low performance of the
secondary school students in the General Aptitude Test and its causes. It also
aimed to find the appropriate proposals and solutions for such a problem. By
this, to reach the required objective of this research, the performances
averages of Al Jawf’s secondary school students at the aptitude test were used
to identify the level of the low performance .Also, semi- regulated personal
interviews were conducted by the researcher to identify the reasons for such a
low performance and the possible treatment, and specify the reasons’
dimensions. Then, based on the interviews analysis, the researcher designed a
survey to broaden the sample and collected all necessary data in order to
identify the real reasons behind such low performances in Al-Jawf region. The
survey consisted of 45 sub-elements (reasons) spread over five main-
dimensions (main reasons).

In order to achieve the research objectives, a stratified random sample
was chosen which included, 125 students, 110 teachers, 83 educational
leaders, and 25 faculty members from the College of Education at the Jawf
University.

The study revealed a general low performance in the General Aptitude
Test in the Kingdom generally and Al-Jawf region particularly in which the
mean scores dropped in Al-Jawf region from (62.8) in the year 2011 to (62.3)
in the year 2012. Furthermore, the percentile value dropped in Al-Jawf region
from (15.5) in the year 2011 to (10.5) in the year 2012,

In addition to that, the results demonstrated that the main reasons of
such a low performance are the lack of training and educational programs
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offered to the students about the General Aptitude Test. Also, there is a lack of
follow —up by the parents to their children’s learning development.
Furthermore, the low grades obtained by the students in the previous years and
the systematic success are important reasons for such a Low outcome. Other
important reasons, which consist in the easiness to get high rates in the
secondary schools, and the traditional teaching strategies used by the teachers.
These reasons justify the general skills and capabilities weaknesses among
students.

The results of the research showed the presence of statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (o = 0.05) on the overall
average scores on all scale dimensions that measures the low student
achievement in the aptitude test and the averages of each of the students,
teachers and leaders, and educators. These results exempt the educational
management,

One of the most prominent recommendations made by the researcher
was targeting the parents with a variety of programs which can help them be
more aware of the significance of the General Aptitude Test and its impact on
their children’s future. Also, parents should be encouraged to perform their
duties conveniently to help raise the performance of their children at this test.
Moreover, the issuance of special procedural manual for the purpose of
improving the performance of students in the general aptitude tests by the
Department of Education at Al Jawf region. This manual should be based on
the research’s findings and outcomes including the roles required by the
relevant authorities and how to perform those roles and the performance
indicators.

Keywords: Students Performance, Low Student Performance, High
School , Mental abilities , General Aptitude Test.
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